TROPICAL LIFE 


Paella, tapas, 
potato omelets, 
more: Savor the 
tastes of Spain, 1c 


SPORTS 

In return to French 
Open, Serena 
Williams wins her 
first-round match, 1 
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STUART LEAVENWORTH MeClatehy 
Jay Antico, clinical lab manager for Illumina, motions toward a wall of tubes 
filled with people’s saliva at the company’s lab in La Jolla, California. 

Illumina is a contractor that analyzes customer DNA for Ancestry.com. 


Ancestry LLC 


wants your trust, 
but does it deserve it? 


m Although Ancestry promises to safeguard its genetic 
DNA storehouse, is the personal information for millions 
of users really private and secure? The company has a 
history of broken promises and security breaches. 


BY STUART LEAVENWORTH 
sleavenworth@mcclatchydc.com 


LEHI, UTAH 

It markets its DNA kits 
with promises that tug at the 
heartstrings: Discover ances- 
tors. Strengthen family ties. 
Understand your life. 

Aided by venture capital 
and a flood of savvy market- 
ing, Ancestry LLC has grown 
to become the world’s larg- 
est DNA testing conglomer- 
ate. Since 2012, it has lured 
more than 5 million people 
to spit into tubes and add 


BROADCASTING 


After star’s racist tweet, ABC 
pulls the plug on ‘Roseanne’ 


their genetic code to the 
world’s largest private data- 
base of DNA. It has also 
banked away the world’s 
largest collection of human 
spittle, numbering in the 
hundreds of gallons. 

In the age of Facebook 
and Google, consumers 
seem comfortable surrender- 
ing their personal informa- 
tion to corporations that 
aggregate it and monetize it. 
But Ancestry.com and other 
DNA testing companies have 
added an audacious tweak. 
Consumers are now paying 
to hand over their genetic 


AMR inas | WEDNESDAY MAY 30 2018 $2 ese 
°/14° see 10C 


code, their most sensitive 
individual identifier, to com- 
panies that could monetize it 
far into the future. 

Ancestry officials say they 
have state-of-the-art systems 
to prevent hacking and secu- 
rity breaches, and so far the 
company has sidestepped 
privacy scandals that tripped 
up private companies like 
Facebook, which allowed a 
political data firm, Cam- 
bridge Analytica, to access 
data from 50 million cus- 


tomers, or government agen- [f 


cies like the U.S. Office of 
Personnel Management, 
which recently exposed had 
more than a million person- 
nel records and security 


SEE DNA, 6A 
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NORTH BAY VILLAGE 


‘Like a Greek 
tragedy’ 
How turmoil 
ensnared 

a tiny town 


m North Bay Village Mayor Connie 
Leon-Kreps hopes to leave a legacy of 
positive change. But during most of her 
tenure, the city has been better known for 
allegations of blackmail, high-profile firings 
and complaints of official misconduct. 


BY SARAH BLASKEY 
sblaskey@miamiherald.com 


It all began with a dispute over some ugly 
notecards. At least, that’s how former North 
Bay Village city manager Frank Rollason 
remembers his first clash with Connie 
Leon-Kreps, the village’s controversial two- 
term mayor. That argument would lead to his 
resignation, several 
high-profile firings, an 
investigation into black- 
mail, and ultimately the 
consolidation of power 
in North Bay Village by 
Leon-Kreps and her 
allies in city hall. 

The three islands 
strung together by the 
79th Street Causeway 
historically formed a 
nexus between Miami’s 
elite and its seedy un- 
derbelly. In its pool 
halls and nightclubs, 
celebrities like Dean 
Martin and Jilly Rizzo rubbed shoulders with 
the local gangsters who drank, gambled and 
occasionally slung bullets into the night. 

North Bay Village’s government has never 
been far removed from the chaos, corrup- 
tion and intrigue. But in recent years, the 
glamour has given way to the petty. 
The way Rollason tells it, in 2015, Leon- 
Kreps asked him for blank cards em- 
bossed with the city seal so she could 
write notes to constituents. They were 
misprinted. Her name was spelled 
wrong. And when Rollason noticed the 
mistake, he gave her generic cards in- 
stead. 
“She goes into a tirade,” Rollason 
recalled, saying the mayor stormed off 


Leon-Kreps 


SEE VILLAGE, 2A 


PUERTO RICO | AFTER HURRICANE MARIA 


Study: Maria toll likely over 4,000, 
70 times more than official count 


m ABC canceled its hit reboot of “Roseanne” after star Roseanne Barr’s racist 
tweet. Barr had apologized and deleted her Monday-night tweet, calling it a 
“bad joke,” but the damage had already been done. 


BY STEVEN ZEITCHIK 
AND EMILY HEIL 


Washington Post 


ABC on Tuesday abruptly 
canceled top-rated show 
“Roseanne” after a series of 
racist tweets by its star, Ro- 
seanne Barr, bringing an end 
to one of Hollywood’s bol- 
dest efforts to reach out to 
red-state viewers in the Don- 
ald Trump era. 

“Roseanne” was one of 
network television’s most Barr 
successful but turbulent 
partnerships, producing a weekly parade 
of millions of viewers but also creating a 
host of headaches for the Disney-owned 
network. The show spurred debate over 
the title’s character support for President 
Donald Trump and Barr’s history of 
incendiary statements. 

The decision to cancel the sitcom 
came after Barr sent out a tweet late 


Monday referring to Barack Obama 
adviser Valerie Jarrett, who is black. The 
tweet read: “Muslim brother- 
hood & planet of the apes 
had a baby=vj.” 

Barr soon apologized. “I 
am truly sorry for making a 
bad joke about her politics 
and her looks,” she wrote on 
Twitter. “I should have 
known better.” 

But by early afternoon, 
ABC announced it had can- 
celed the show, which was 
set to serve as the corner- 
stone of its fall schedule. 

“Roseanne’s Twitter statement is ab- 
horrent, repugnant and inconsistent with 


SEE BARR, 5A 
(>) MOREINSIDE 


Leonard Pitts Jr.: This time, the joke was on Barr, 5A 


m A third of the deaths 
were blamed on gaps or 


delays in medical care, the 


leading cause according 
to a Harvard study. 


BY JENNY STALETOVICH 
jstaletovich@miamiherald.com 


The official death toll 
from Hurricane Maria in 
Puerto Rico — which 
stands at just 64 according 
to the government of the 
still-struggling U.S. territo- 
ry — has been widely re- 
garded as a serious under- 
estimate. 

The actual toll was more 
likely 70 times higher or 
worse, according to a 
Harvard University study 
— an astonishingly higher 
figure that bolsters critics 
on and off the island who 
have complained about a 
slow and inadequate effort 
to chronicle losses from 


the Category 4 hurricane 
eight months ago. 

To calculate a more 
realistic toll in the wake of 
the hurricane, researchers 
went door to door to ques- 
tion nearly 3,300 families 


DAVID SANTIAGO dsantiago@miamiherald.com 


A temporary hospital was set up at the Acropolis Sports 
arena in Manatí, Puerto Rico, after Hurricane Maria struck. 


earlier this year, coming up 
with a death toll estimate 
of 4,645 — with many 
deaths coming after the 
storm’s passage as a result 


SEE DEATHS, 2A 
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